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Disclaimer 
 
This webinar is for general information purposes 
only and is not legal advice. It is not intended to be 
used as legal advice for a specific legal problem  

 

 



Pamela Cross is a feminist lawyer; a well-known and respected 
expert on violence against women and the law for her work as 
a researcher, writer, educator and trainer. She is the Legal 
Director of Luke’s Place Support and Resource Centre in 
Durham Region, where she leads the organization’s provincial 
projects, including research, training and advocacy. 

 

About our presenter… 



 
We acknowledge that the land  

from which we are presenting this webinar  

is the traditional territory of the  

Mississaugas of Scugog First Nation. 
 



Disclaimer 

This webinar is not to be interpreted  
as legal advice.  

Only a lawyer can provide legal advice.  

 

NOTE 

If you are dealing with abuse, 
 use caution when visiting online resources. 

 



Luke’s Place 

Improving the safety & experience 
of abused women & their children 
as they proceed through the family 
law process 

 

 

LukesPlace.ca 

• Direct services for women in Durham region 

• Print & online resources for women 

• Training & resources for service providers & lawyers 

• Policy, research & other activities to tackle systemic issues 



Women leaving abusive partners 

• Few report partner 
abuse 

• Almost all engage 
with family law 

• Few have full legal 
representation 

Emotional & legal issues 
related to abuse 

Need for additional 
resources & support 



Family Court and Beyond  
resource package  

Workbook Organizer FamilyCourtAndBeyond.ca 
 

En français: AOCVF.ca/commander-du-materiel 



Download free PDFs of the  
Workbook & Organizer 

 

 

 

To purchase hard 
copies 
Workbooks: 10 for $175 
Organizers: 10 for $70 
Includes shipping & handling 
anywhere in Ontario  
 

Go to: 
FamilyCourtAndBeyond.ca/how-
to-purchase-hardcopies-of-the-
workbook-and-organizer/  
 



Useful to you if 

• You provide family court 
support often 

• You support women 
occasionally 

• You want to help a 
friend/family member 

• You are a woman fleeing 
abuse 



She can leave the  

website quickly if  

she needs to 

 

Privacy considerations 

Take care if the abuser 
might access her device 

Keep print 
materials & 
notes private 



Topics covered 

Safety, 
including 

leaving home 
Self-care Evidence 

Working with 
a lawyer 

Family court 
process 

Common 
family law 

issues 

Court-related 
services and 

agencies 

Issues in rural 
communities 

Indigenous 
women and 
family court 

Intersecting 
legal issues 

After court is 
over 



Safety 



Safety matters  

• Whether she lives with the abuser or  
has moved out 

• Emotional safety  
planning 

• Making a safety  
plan is essential 



Setting 
boundaries 

checklist 



Children’s 
safety plan 



Safety 
planning for 

court 



Leaving home 
safely 



Fact sheets 



Working with lawyers 



Getting through court 



Steps in the family court process 



Evidence of 
abuse 



Parenting 
evidence 



Legal bullying 



After court is over 



Often abusers don’t want to let go 

Even before 
case is over, 
plan ways to 
respond to 
ongoing 
harassment 



Planning life on 
her own 



A new kind of 
relationship 



Supporting 
children 



Contact 
between kids & 
their father can 

present 
challenges 



Changes 
happen 



Helpful links 

• Website: FamilyCourtAndBeyond.ca 
 

• To download: FamilyCourtAndBeyond.ca/about-this-
site/download-these-resources/ 
 

• To purchase: FamilyCourtAndBeyond.ca/how-to-
purchase-hardcopies-of-the-workbook-and-
organizer/ 
 

• En français: AOCVF.ca/commander-du-materiel/ 



This webinar was brought to you in partnership with  
CLEO Your Legal Rights.  
 
For more information on our webinars visit 
https://cleoconnect.ca/yourlegalrights/webinars 
 
CLEO’s Steps to Justice website gives step-by-step 
information about common legal problems including 
partner abuse, family law, criminal law, housing and more.  
For more information visit www.stepstojustice  
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